
 
 

W e hope you enjoy our Winter Newsletter! As we begin the second part of the school year, our            
administration and staff continues to work diligently to meet the goals that will provide the 

students of Roselle Park with the best education possible.  

T his past year, our high school TSA Team, once again won first place in the annual competition 
at Nationals in Orlando, Florida. Our Robotics Clubs and STEAM initiatives have been growing 

in all of our district schools, as well as our technology initiatives and the Roselle Park School District 
continues to receive high rankings from renowned publications. We are all very proud of 
these accomplishments and will continue to strive to be the best school district in the state.   

O ver the past four years, we have seen our district adopt full day kindergarten and implement 
new security measures in our schools; including additional security cameras and a 

strict visitor’s policy. Our middle school and high school are fully 1:1, with every student using a   
laptop to enhance and support their learning and our elementary school students are near 1:1.          
New literacy initiatives have been implemented with a high rate of success, and our teaching staff 
is better prepared with the creation of Professional Learning Communities and an array of       
workshops that focuses on best practices. This past year a new math program at the elementary  
level has been introduced and students are learning mathematics using new and innovative        
concepts.   

A s we look to the New Year, and the future of the Roselle Park School District, we 
are encouraged by the dedication and passion of our staff, and the enthusiasm and diligence 

of our students.  Below are plans for the coming year:   

 Tentative creation of a new STEAM Wing at the high school 

 Continued attention to technology plans for purchasing additional devices and keeping 
up with 21st Century Learning 

 Continued attention to our literacy initiatives 

 Adoption of a new three year Strategic Plan 

 The enhancement and support of STEAM Programs (k-12)  

 The focus on students’ well-being through special programs that focuses on the social-
emotional aspects of learning 

W e at the Roselle Park School District continue to be committed to providing the children 
of Roselle Park with the best education in a safe and secured environment.                                 

I would like to wish you and our students much success in 2018! 

 

Sincerely, 

Pedro A. Garrido 

Superintendent of Schools 
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HIGH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE INDUCTION CEREMONY 

T he World Language Department held its nineteenth annual induction 

ceremony into the French and Spanish National Honor Societies in 
November. Thirty–five students were inducted into La Vida Es Sueño, the 

RPHS chapter of Spanish Honor Society. Eight students of French were 
inducted into the local chapter of the National French Honor Society. The 

candle lighting ceremony was attended by family and friends of the 
inductees, followed by a reception. High school principal, Mrs. Sarah Costa 
and members of the World Language Department greeted the attendees. At 

the end of the ceremony, award winning author, journalist, and university 
professor Dr. Gustavo Arango gave an inspirational speech. 

T o qualify for membership into the Honor Societies, students must be 
enrolled in the third, fourth or fifth year of their chosen language and 

have achieved an A average for each year for the two previous consecutive 
years. Students must have demonstrated an excellence in their command 

of the spoken and written language and an appreciation for the cultures 
that they studied. Honor cords will be awarded at graduation to members 

who continue to achieve excellence in a world language class.               
The students in the Spanish Honor Society are shown in the photo below, 

at left. The students in the French Honor Society are shown in the photo 
below, at right. 

FRENCH HONOR SOCIETY 

Camille Adrien 

Jasmine Creighton 

Kaitlyn Donnelly 

Rebekah Franco 

Beatriz Matos* 

Sara Ocampo 

Massiel Taveras - Martinez 

Marta Tenderyak* 

 

 

Jessica Ahedo 

Nicole Barona 

Oscar Bartolo* 

Ana Sofia Borras 

Jessica Castillo 

Valerie Castro 

Angelina Chacon* 

Christopher Cooney 

Delaney Czernikowski 

Larissa DeSousa* 

Sherif Elashri 

Renee Garcia 

Patrick Gergich 

Sanih Giljic* 

Emina Gjokaj 

Adam Gurra* 

Jacob Lakomy 

Beatriz Limon* 

 

 

David Linares 

Arianna Mayorga 

Gabriella Mortola 

Bianca Ortega 

Hailey Ortega 

Cassandra Pais* 

Natasha Patel* 

Anna Papadopolous 

Matthew Rojas 

Emilie Romero 

Amanda Serna 

Isabel Serna 

Juilia Oliveira Silva 

Kaylee Skiff 

Mekhi Smith 

Allyson Swain* 

Natalie Tribiano 

 

SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY 

Above: This picture was sent to one of 
the donors for the care packages 

program. Students from l to right are 

Jesse Charkowsky, Perla Meneses, Brian 
Rodriguez, Sebastian Rodriguez, and 

Ramal Harris. 

        CARE PACKAGES FOR OUR TROOPS 

U nder the supervision of Mr. Matthew Spricigo, students at RPHS participated in 

a successful program of delivering care packages to military service members 

that have been deployed overseas and are in some way affiliated with Roselle Park. The first 

goal of the program was to procure the goods needed to ship to the service members. The 

high school students were able to raise and collect over 1,000 pounds of goods.  

T he second and most difficult challenge for the students was to raise enough money to 

cover the postage. Just one care package weighing approximately 45 pounds would cost 

$40.00. 

O  ne service member, deployed to Iraq in April 2017, and stationed at Al Asad Air Force 

Base shared his story with us. The base had been ISIS controlled for a couple of years 

prior to being retaken about six months before his deployment. It was open for missions, 

but the soldiers had little access to supplies and commodities. He and his unit were        

confined to the base for the next six months. He explained that although the food was good, 

there was very little variety and he provided us with a list of items that his unit would   

appreciate receiving, such as food, DVDs and puzzle books. We answered their call and sent 

them 270 lbs. of supplies. When he returned home and we had another opportunity to speak 

to him, he expressed how he and his unit were so grateful for the packages we sent and he 

could not say enough about how much they looked forward to the deliveries and how much 

joy it brought them.  

W e are happy to announce that RPHS students sent out more than 800 lbs of material 

to 6 different groups of service members. We would like to thank the following groups 

for their donations: The RPHS student body, the RPHS staff, the National Honor Society, 

SASS, RPHS Softball Team, the Roselle Park PBA, Ben’s Bar, the West End Club, the Union 

Elks, and Home Depot. A big thank you to the Capodagli Charity Foundation for their 

$1,000 donation! (The donors at the CCF are affiliated with the firm that built the new          

apartments in town). Our Care Packages program is ongoing so if you would like to donate, 

please contact high school teachers Matthew Spricigo (mspricigo@rpsd.org), Fran Maggio, 

(fmaggio@rpsd.org); or Kara Dowling, (kdowling@rpsd.org). 
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SENIOR MOMENTS AT THE HOLIDAY PARTY!
 

R oselle Park senior citizens interacted with high school seniors and district staff at the Senior-Senior Holiday Social. The event was sponsored 

by The Roselle Park Board of Education and co-sponsored by The Roselle Park Education Association.  The RPEA donated gifts which were 

raffled off to senior citizens. School district administrators Sarah Costa, Susan Carlstrom, Ellen Bachert and James Foy were just a few of the 

district staff who joined in the festivities. High school cafeteria staff, Danielle Dodge, Gerri Gregory, Sue Parenteau and Sondra McDonough 

prepared the food and helped to serve an array of sandwiches, wraps, salads, and punch. Wendy Battaglia and Terry Scutro also helped to serve.  

Under the supervision of SASS Advisor Judyth Kurz, Student Council Advisors Melissa Hahn-Rinaldi and Ryan Flatley, the students provided the 

assorted desserts and helped with table setting, and serving. Under the direction of Eric Witkowski, the high school choir performed a lovely 

rendition of holiday music. Decorations were provided by art teacher Terri Scutro and the RPHS Art Club.  Thank you to everyone for your 

contributions, time and talents in helping provide a memorable afternoon for all!  See the photos below. 

Above: The Blood Drive Chairpersons for the 
Future Health Careers Club did a presentation at 

Johnson and Johnson headquarters in New 

Brunswick. They were invited to share the 
strategies that are used at RPHS that produce 

very successful blood drives. Pictured from l to r 

are Parth Shah, Miah Verdugo, RPHS nurse, Jan 

Haddad, Amina Meky and Janki Patel. 

Above: Mrs. Joanne Sinisi’ Sports & 

Entertainment marketing class took a 

tour of Metlife Statium in East 

Rutherford, NJ. 
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Above: Peggy Campbell from 

Children’s Specialized Hospital 
receiving the Jared Boxes from 

Mrs. Patricia Mawer and the 
students! 

“GAME ON” FOR  

SEVENTH GRADERS 

M rs. Joanne Carbotti’s seventh 

grade T&G students attended a    

convocation at Union County College 

called “Game On.” T&G students from   

Cranford, Elizabeth and Roselle along 

with Roselle Park were placed on 

teams and given a mystery bag of 

board game supplies. The students 

were asked to use the materials to 

create a theme based original board 

game. Some of the topics were Space, 

Harry Potter, Ocean, Trivia, Underwater 

Fantasy and so on. The goal was to 

not only create an interesting and 

playable game but to write precise 

rules so the game could be played by 

their peers. Students then rotated 

room to room playing the games and 

using a rubric to decide which games 

met the criteria and were most     

enjoyable to play. Students made new 

friends, used teamwork and leadership 

skills to create their games, and had a 

taste of what entrepreneurs do to earn 

money.  See above photo. 

Above:  This is the National Junior Honor 

Society members who collected Jared 
Boxes for the children at Children’s Spe-

cialized Hospital.  Mrs. Patricia Mawer is 
the advisor who helped organize the 

event.  This is their second year of collect-
ing from our staff and students to fill the 

boxes for the  children. 

Above: Mrs. Joanne Carbotti’s 
T&G students learn how to 

code robots! Pictured top 
row, from l to r: Justin 

Mishoe, Pranav Francis, 
Jason Weaver. Bottom row 

from l to r: Sebastian 
Saavedra, Eric Bruckenstein 

Owen Miller, Ivan Sanchez. 

PROGRAMING ROBOTS 

 WITH GALAXY TABLETS 

M rs. Joanne Carbotti’s fifth grade T&G 

students enjoyed programming robots 

and utilizing their robots in a friendly      

competition with her seventh grade         

T&G  students. The students formulated    

programming and coding ideas and had their 

robots compete in races and other activities. 

Mrs. Carbotti received three Samsung Galaxy   

tablets from a lesson plan that was funded 

from the generosity of parents of her past 

and present students. Mrs. Carbotti’s idea 

was showcased on Donors.org. She asked for 

funding for the tablets so students could  

interact successfully with the robots by using 

various applications that were installed on 

the tablets. Mrs. Carbotti plans to use the 

robots and tablets throughout the school year 

with different grade levels exploring different 

activities. See photos below. 

Above:  RPMS students enjoy-

ing the musical guest,   
Robbie from the Kris Aaron 

Group, at the anti-bullying 
assembly. They are getting 

out the anti-bullying mes-
sage through their songs. 

Above: Fifth grade T & G 
students learn the fine art of 

programming Wonder Work 
Robots using the tablets 

donated from DonorsChoose.org  
Pictured in front, from l to r: 

are Sunjoon Padilla. Karen 
Saavedra,  and Samuel 

Rodriguez. Pictured in the 
back from l to r are Steven 

Green, Isaiah Permision. 

Above: Students learning 
how to code robots 

Pictured from l to r: are 
Justin Mishoe, Sebastian 

Saavedra and Owen Miller 
and Jason Weaver. 
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Above: The EJF Aldene Student 
Council sponsored a School Spirit 
Day where everyone wore a shirt to 
represent their favorite team.  
Pictured from l to  r are Kellen 
Crawford, Giancarlo Narcisse, Mason 
Sidlowski, Mark Melvin, Pedrina 
Conserve, Arianna Negron, Otilia 
Dobre and Juliana Velazquez. 

Above: Pictured from l to r  Pedrina 

Conserve and Sebastian Delafuente 

are holding donated canned goods 

for the EJF-Aldene “SOUPer” Bowl 

Can Drive.  

Pictured above from l to r: Yamila 

D e l a f u e n t e  ( M r s .  C a s h i n ’ s 
kindergarten class) and Madelyn 

Kalkandis (Mrs. Cruz’s 3rd grade 
class) complete a schoolwide buddy 

project together. 

Above: Mrs. Dina Cashin’s 

kindergarten class collects 
weather data every day during 

morning meeting. 

Above:  First and fifth grade buddy 

students are creating a design for an  
Aldene T-shirt that shows EJF-Aldene 

is the school with a heart.   Pictured 
from l to r ae Skyler Boyd, Annasofia 

Tlanipa , Annabelle Villa. 

CAN YOU  

FEEL THE HEAT? 

B udding scientists in 

Mrs. Ann Marie 

Gaccione’s second grade 

experimented with various 

materials to see which 

would conduct heat in this 

hands on Mystery Science 

Lab. They found that the 

aluminum foil worked 

best!  In the photo above, 

pictured l to r are Nate 

Albarron, Gregory Peay, 

and Mariposa Quersdyn.  

ESCAPING WITH MATH 

S tudents in Mrs. Denise Matarante’s math class    

participated in a long division “Escape Room”.          

The students needed to solve a series of long division 

problems to gain clues to their eventual “escape”.  

Thankfully, everyone made it out alive!  See photo at 

right. 

OREO MOONS 

S tudents in Mrs. Denise 

Matarante’s science class 
model the phases of the moon 

using Oreo cookies.  See photo 
below. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ABRAHAM LINCOLN! 

M rs. Chierico and her fifth grade students spent February 12 

learning all about Abraham Lincoln and his importance to our 

history. They explored the life and death of Lincoln using primary 

sources and took a virtual field trip to Ford’s Theatre. They also 

visited Mrs. Tara Lechner’s second grade class to share a story about 

Lincoln.  See photos above. 

“SOUPER” BOWL CAN DRIVE 

S tudents collected canned goods for the 

EJF-Aldene “SOUPer” Bowl Can Drive. 

Each donated can was a vote for the   

Philadelphia Eagles or the New England 

Patriots to win the Super Bowl. The Eagles 

won  94 – to 43! 
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Above: First graders in Mrs. 
Jean Erbeck’s class had a visit 
from Chuck E. Cheese. They 
learned the importance of 
being a friend and 4 steps to 
take to become a good friend! 

Above:  Fourth graders in Miss 
Kristen Kulbaba’s class building 
marble tracks to learn about 
energy during a science unit.  
Pictured are Hannah Djokic, Max 
Parker, and Nicole Gonzalez.   

Above: Ms. Dawn Marie Warren’s kindergarten class all 
dressed for Superhero vs. Villain Day! 

HATS OFF FOR RAISING MONEY FOR PUERTO RICO! 

T he Robert Gordon Student Council had a Hats for Hurricane Relief fundraiser. 

Students were able to wear a hat. They raised a lot of money which was donated to 

United for Puerto Rico to help with rebuilding after Hurricane Maria. Pictured at left are: 

Student Council President Johny Allan, Secretary Aidan Bond, Vice President Hannah 

Djokic and Student Council Advisor Miss Kulbaba. 

Above: Students in Mrs. Jean Erbeck’s class were able to try on fire gear after Mr. 
Ray did a presentation.  The first graders learned so much about  fire safety and 
got a special visit from the fire department! 

RG’S OLYMPIC OPENING CEREMONY 

R obert Gordon had their own Olympic Opening Ceremony to celebrate the 

beginning of the 2018 Winter Olympics. Each class researched a country 

and an Olympic sport, and then gave a presentation to the school. Each class 

carried their flag and Olympic torch as they came up to their country’s national 

anthem. Pictured at right is Mrs. Isabel Guarino’s class representing Canada. In 

the three photos below, from l to r:  are Mrs. Amanda’s Batista’s class sharing 

what they’ve learned about Finland; Mrs. Jean Erbeck’s class representing 

Japan; and Mrs. Josephine Marino’s class sharing about Austria.  

Above: Caitlin Whiteside and Angel 
Uribe in Mrs. Rachel Siegel’s second 
grade class creating mountains 
during a science experiment. They 
are finding out that rivers have 
water that flows from high places! 
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TWO RP STUDENTS 

ARE STATE WINNERS! 

F ourth and fifth grade students 

in Carrie Russoniello’s    

Enriched Art classes at EJF-

Aldene and Sherman School   

recently had the opportunity to 

paint at the Art & Soul Gallery in 

Roselle Park. Students learned 

about a famous artist and then 

painted a painting in that style.  

Classes were taught by Linda 

Farrell, a Roselle Park resident 

and former Board of Education 

member and art teacher. Students 

felt like professional artists using 

easels and canvases.  A great time 

was had by all! The students can 

be seen holding their paintings in 

the three pictures at left. 

ROBERT GORDON’S K-5 ART PROJECTS   

K -5 students at the RG Art Studio have been diligently working and producing many different art pieces.  Many of them 

are currently on display on the walls of the Board of Education Office at 510 Chestnut St.  

 Kindergarten classes looked at how different temperatures have an effect on things.  For instance, why snow melts, which 

inspired, “My Melted Snowman”. 

 First graders painted “Pandas”.  They talked about the habitat of pandas, where and how pandas live, as well as a        

discussion on the Chinese alphabet.   

 Second Graders were inspired to make “Cats” after learning about artist Lauren Burch and her work. Lauren struggles 

with osteoporosis. The students used patterns, shapes and bold color to produce their paintings.  

 Third graders began “Seeing a Different Angel”.  Students discussed Pablo Picasso and his work with the cubist movement 

and then created their own portrait inspired by his use of warm and cool color to point out the different viewpoints.  

 Fourth grade classes created a mixed media torn painted paper trees. They talked about color blending, overlapping and 

stippling.  

 Fifth graders composed landscapes using tape, liquid, water color, indian ink, the four characteristics (horizon line,    

foreground, middle ground and background) and the six techniques (line, size, placement, color, detail and overlapping) 

needed to make a successful piece.  

I n addition to all the in-class projects, the fifth grade Enrichment Art class was inspired to create their own larger than life 

foods after learning about Artist Claes Oldenburg, the reigning King of pop sculpture since the early 1960s. Using a variety 

of media, third grade Enrichment Art students created their own version of “African Masks”, after a history lesson of how 

masks represent spirits of animals or ancestors, mythological heroes, moral values or as a form of honoring a person in a   

symbolic way. The Art Beyond the Classroom Art Club was busy making snowflakes for the winter concert, seasonal decorations 

for the windows, and flags, rings, and a torch for their very own school wide Olympic Ceremony.  Art teacher Gina Cesaro        

encourages all to visit their art studio to see what they have been creating.  The photo above illustrates some of their projects. 

AENJ YAM DESIGN CONTEST

O ne Roselle Park student has been selected as a state winner in the Art Educators of 

New Jersey’s 2018 Youth Art Month Design Contest! 

 

Y ing Chow, a fifth grader at Sherman School, has been selected by the Art Educators 
of New Jersey to represent the state during celebrations of Youth Art Month 2018.  

Her artwork will appear on the 2018 State Youth Art Month Invitation. 
 

Y ing’s art teacher, Carrie Russoniello, has supported her in participating in the AENJ 
Youth Art Month Design Contest since second grade. We are excited that Ying’s hard 

work and perseverance has been acknowledged. Ying’s winning design is pictured at right. 
 

M ore than 100 entries from throughout the state were received, and only six works, 
including Ying’s, were selected as design winners. These designs can be viewed at:  

http://www.artsonis.com/schools/aenj1 and will also be displayed at the New Jersey 
Youth Art Month exhibit in the State House in Trenton during the month of March. 
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The Roselle Park School District 

does not discriminate against 

handicapped persons with regard to 

admission, access to, or treatment 

of employment in its programs,        

a c t i v i t i e s ,  and  vocat iona l      

opportunities.   

For more information, contact   

District Public 504 Compliance        

Coordinator, Mrs. Susan Carlstrom at 

(908) 241-4550. 

:   

The Roselle Park School District 

guarantees each student equal     

educat iona l  oppor tuni t ies    

regardless of race, color, creed, 

religion, sex, ancestry, national 

origin, or racial or economic status.    

For more information contact     

District Affirmative Action       

Officer, Mrs. Paula Sicignano at 

(908) 298-6835.          


